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By Thomas E. Fuller

There’s an amusing story that Thomas used to tell about All 
Hallows’ Moon, which I shall try to convey without giving too much
away about the plot.

The story began life as a stage play and during the writing process, 
Thomas went through the usual process of outline, characters, 
and dialogue. But he had a problem. He’d written act one, in which 
he had introduced everyone, created the conflict, and then had 
a reversal. And then he had written act two, in which the natural 
consequences of everything in act one were explored. But he didn’t 
know where to go next.

He agonized over it for weeks. Where was the story trying to take 
him? What were the characters trying to tell him? Why could he not 
find the resolution he sought for the third and final act?

The problem tortured him until one night, lying in bed, trying to 
sleep, but failing because of this dilemma that would not leave his 
mind, when suddenly the solution came to him.

“You idiot,” he said to himself. “It’s a two-act play!” 

We miss you, Thomas.
      -- David Benedict


